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PREFACE Conduct of the Periodic Review

The Canadian Commission for UNESCO (CCU) invited George Francis, Distinguished
Professor Emeritus in the Faculty of Environment at the University of Waterloo, Ontario, to
be the lead reviewer for the periodic review of the Clayoquot Sound UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve. Sharmalene Mendis-Millard, PhD candidate in Geography and Environmental
Management at the University of Waterloo, and Coordinator of the Canadian Biosphere

Research Network (CBRN) was appointed to be the second reviewer.

In addition, the CCU invited Maureen Reed, Professor, School of Environment and
Sustainability and Department of Geography and Planning at the University of
Saskatchewan to be the lead reviewer with Ms Mendis-Millard as the second reviewer for
the Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Reserve. Colleen George, a PhD student in the School
of Environment and Sustainability at the University of Saskatchewan accompanied Dr.
Reed as an informal assistant. Both biosphere reserves were desighated as such by
UNESCO in 2000. Although they operate in markedly contrasting sets of circumstances,
they are only about 45 km apart at their closest point in the middle of Vancouver Island,
British Columbia. In consultation with CCU and people within both biosphere reserve
organizations, it was decided to do the field visits in sequence with all four participants;

additional expenses were covered by the lead reviewers.

In preparation for the review of Clayoquot Sound, George Francis prepared a draft report
from many secondary sources of information on the main trends and events that had
unfolded over the past ten years or so (some issues needed a longer time perspective to
be better understood). This material was summarized in the current format for periodic
reviews used in Canada, and in three of four Appendices. In mid-March 2010, the draft
was then sent to the review team and to Curtis Cook, Executive Director of the Clayoquot
Biosphere Trust Society (CBT), the convener organization for the biosphere reserve. The
intent was to allow time for a review of the draft before our site visit in order to note
corrections, additions, or other revisions that could well be necessary. Preparation of a
draft also helped identify particular questions that could only be answered through
discussions with people associated with the CBT or with people within the biosphere
reserve region; hence, the draft helped focus priorities for the short time allotted for the

on-site visit.



Mr. Cook shared this first draft with members of the CBT Board of Directors. He also

di stributed a gener al survey in eafilsyveyMay 2010
made simpl eod) t o r es iCBTe Advisory Godmmitteasi and selettedf o u r
organizations who have benefited from CBT funding to solicit their views and

understandings about the biosphere reserve designation and its use in their region.

The field visit to the Clayoquot Sound region was conducted from May 11-15, 2010,
scheduled mainly because it could include the day-long Annual General Meeting (AGM) of
the Board of Directors for the CBT on May 14™. Our visit also coincided with the 12th
International Congress of Ethnobiology held the same week. It was organized and
sponsored locally by the Tofino Botanical Gardens Foundation. A number of people who
have been associated with the biosphere reserve throughout the years attended sessions
at this Congress; Ms Mendis-Millard also volunteered and participated in some events.

Mr. Cook and CBT staff helped organize an itinerary (as much as they could in advance)
and set out documents for us to examine in their new office. Some meetings were
arranged spontaneously. Satnam Manhas from Ecotrust facilitated meetings with fellow
staff and introduced the reviewers to two members of the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation, while
other meetings were arranged by Ms Mendis-Millard based on her personal contacts in
the community. Ms Mendis-Millard has been carrying out social science research in the
Clayoquot Sound area since 2002. Most recently in 2008, she completed an analysis of
the proposed core priorities of the CBT at the request of the former Interim Executive
Director (David Fraser, 2007-2008) while in the area to collect data for her doctoral
research, which included group discussions with each of the then five CBT advisory

committees.

Our more formal interviews varied but generally addressed one or more of four themes,
starting with a brief explanation of what the review was about. We emphasized that it was
a review of the experience of the biosphere reserve over the past decade or so, which is
of general interest for people elsewhere in Canada and the world who are interested in
biosphere reserves and how their ideals are being addressed under the particular
circumstances of the places that they are in. It was not to be a detailed program
performance evaluation or audi t . We asked abou

changes that had occurred either in the biosphere reserve generally, or in the particular



sectors they were working in over the past 10 years or so, their views on what the CBT as
the convener organization for the biosphere reserve has best been able to do and what
constraints it may have been under, and, finally, their views about what may lie ahead for
the region itself, for the sectors of greatest concern for them, and for developing the role
of the CBT. Supplemental questions were asked as the discussions went on for
clarifications, specific examples, or other information of mutual interest. With the

respondentsd permission, notes were made as we we

At the AGM of the CBT, George Francis made a brief statement about the rationale and
purpose of the periodic review, and Maureen Reed asked for input on questions such as
issues the CBT had to deal with over the past decade, achievements to report, and
perceptions of what may lie ahead given the many local changes that have occurred (as
noted in this report). The reviewers then enjoyed a social dinner with the CBT Board of
Directors and staff and invited guests.

In some situations, useful information and insights came from informal group discussions.
This was especially the case for rounding out our understanding of particular topics for
which we had little prior information. The limited time for on-site visits precluded going to
communities other than Tofino, Ucluelet and Port Alberni. Thus, the additional information
we obtained is not presented as if it came fron
people in the biosphere region. Rather, it was from available individuals that had

experiential knowledge that helped enrich our understanding of matters discussed.

While we attempted to be reasonably comprehensive and complete in our review, there
were two main limitations to achieving this. As noted, one was the limited time in the
biosphere reserve region that happened also to coincide with a major conference that
preoccupied people whom we might have otherwise interviewed. The short time period
also precluded meetings with key individuals who were not available at the time as well as
travel to the First Nation communities, especially to those in the more remote locations
accessible only by old logging roads, boats, or float planes (weather permitting). This
severely limited direct input from Nuu-chah-nulth people. The other was a lack of easy
access to the results of the extensive work of local organizations and individuals in the
biosphere reserve that address important local issues. Much of this material remains

stored in the administrative files of the CBT (and other organizations) and has not been



compiled and analyzed for other purposes (as we note in our findings). The result is that
our report remains heavily dependent on information accessed from academic studies,
websites or other secondary sources with only modest additional elaboration and
clarification from people who helped produce it, or who had experiential knowledge of the

situations being assessed.

The initial draft report was corrected, revised and expanded with the additional information
and documents received during the field visit and from the review team. It was then sent
to Mr. Cook for his (and the CBT B 0 a r dediew) as well as to selected interviewees for
the gener al bal ance and appr ovationsand eanadusians.
With some changes resulting from comments and constructive suggestions and in light of
the CBT survey results, the following report is hereby respectfully submitted. Although the
feedback helped us to make this review more accurately reflect the breadth of issues and
activities within the region and the CBT6 governance, initiatives and plans, any remaining

errors or omissions remain ours.

Sections 1 and 2 are summary overviews; Sections 3 to 6 provide more detailed
information. Section 7 presents our conclusions and suggested directions to pursue.
Once the final report has been processed by UNESCO/MAB, it will be made available on

the Canadian Biosphere Research Network website (http://www.biosphere-

research.ca/bibliography for UNESCO.htm). Organizations, government agencies and

bodies and initiatives are bolded throughout the paper for easy reference.

With great appreciation, we wish to acknowledge the time, help and hospitality we
received from everyone we met in varying capacities. We are very grateful to the local
organizers from the CBT as well as Ecotrust employees who made our stay both
enjoyable and informative. We are also thankful to those who provided constructive
feedback on drafts of this report, and to the 58 people who took the time to fill out the

of

t

he

CBTO0s survey for this review. Speciabndt hanks

permissions to use online photos on short notice.

They include the following people, listed in alphabetical order by surnames:

1
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http://www.biosphere-research.ca/bibliography_for_UNESCO.htm

Interviews and meetings

Stephen Ashton. Councillor, District of Tofino

Cliff Atleo, Sr. (Senior). President, Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council, Port Alberni
Stan Boychuk. Former Executive Director, CBT, 2002-2007

Curtis Cook. Current Executive Director, CBT, 2008 - present

Andrew Day. Director, Tsawalk Partnership, West Coast Aquatic, Port Alberni

Chantel Gemmel. Ucluelet Community Food Initiative; Regional Vancouver Island Food
Network

Kim Seward-Hannam. Superintendent, Pacific Rim National Park Reserve

Stephanie Hughes. Ecotrust Canada, Clayoquot Project Coordinator; At-Large Alternate
Director, CBT Board

Brenda Reid-Kuecks. President, Ecotrust Canada, Vancouver

Laura Loucks. Ecotrust Canada, seconded to the Tsawalk Partnership as the Clayoquot
Marine Project Manager

Satnam Manhas. General Manager, Forest Communities Program, Ecotrust Canada and
Nuu-chah-nulth Central Region Chiefs

George Patterson. Director, Tofino Botanical Gardens Foundation and Clayoquot Field
Station; founding member of the Clayoquot Biosphere Project (with Ecotrust US) in
1991; former member of the CBT Board, 2000-2005

Coral Thew. Interpretation Coordinator, Pacific Rim National Park Reserve

Norine Messer.  Capacity Building Coordinator, Uu-a-thluk Fisheries; Community
Facilitator, Coastal Family Resources Coalition

Short, informal or social meetings

Greg Blanchette. Friends of Clayoquot Sound

Douglas Brooker. Rainforest Farm Project

Michael Davis. Ecotrust Canada

Eli Enns. Project Coordinator, Ha-uukmin Tribal Park, Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation

Chief Anne Mack. Hereditary Chief, Toquaht First Nation; Nuu-chah-nulth Central Region
Language Group; former member of the CBT Board; CBT Culture Committee

Joe Martin. Master Canoe Carver, Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation

Maryjka Mychajlowycz. Friends of Clayoquot Sound

John Platenius. Alternate Director for the District of Tofino, CBT Board
Michael Tilitzky. Councillor, District of Tofino

Tim Webb. Westcoast Inland Search and Rescue; EmerGeo Solutions Inc.; former Chair
(5 years) and Board Member for the District of Tofino (6 years), CBT Board

Vera Webb. Pacific Rim Hospice Society; Ladies of Ledger Bookkeeping



CBT Board of Directors and Staff who attended the AGM
Lorraine Cameron. Environment Canada; Ex-officio, CBT Board
Curtis Cook. Executive Director, CBT

Violet Clark. Ahousaht First Nation, CBT Board

Curtis Dick. Alternate for Ahousaht First Nation, CBT Board

Darcy Dobell. Vice-President, World Wildlife Fund Canada, Pacific Region, Vancouver;
former Co-Chair and current Director for the District of Tofino, CBT Board

Jessie  Fletcher. Development Officer (Biosphere Programs, Policies and
Communications), CBT

Stephanie Hughes. Clayoquot Project Coordinator, Ecotrust; Alternate At-Large, CBT
Rebecca Hurwitz. Community Coordinator, CBT

Bill Irving. Councillor. An active participant in the biosphere reserve nomination process
as former Mayor of Ucluelet; Alternate Member for District of Ucluelet, CBT Board

Gary Johnsen.  Nation Administrator, Toquaht First Nations; President, lisaak Forest
Resources Ltd.; Director (for Toquaht), Mamook Development Corporation Board;
Treasurer and Director for Toquaht First Nation, CBT Board (10 years)

Don McMillan. Clayoquot Forest Management Ltd., Ucluelet; Chair, Central Westcoast
Forest Society; former Manager, Interfor, West Coast office; At-Large Director and
Co-Chair, CBT Board

John Platenius. Altnerate for District of Tofino, CBT Board
Eric Russcher. Mayor of the District of Ucluelet; Director for Ucluelet, Secretary, CBT

Kim Seward-Hannam. Superintendent, Pacific Rim National Park Reserve; Ex-officio,
CBT Board (3 years)

Jean Wylie. Office Manager, CBT

West Coast people who generously donated their photos or provided permissions:
Karen Charleson. Hooksum Outdoor School (www.hooksumschool.com)

Curtis Cook. Executive Director, CBT

Jessica Jean Hutchinson. General Manager, Central Westcoast Forest Society

Satnam Manhas. General Manager, Forest Communities Program, Ecotrust Canada and
Nuu-chah-nulth Central Region Chiefs

Joe Martin and Douglas Wright. Tla-ook Cultural Adventures

Tim Rundle. Creative Salmon Company Ltd.

Barbara Schramm. Photographer and graphic designer (www.longbeachmaps.com)
Allison Timmermans. Ucluelet youth

Celina Tuttle. Coordinator of Make It Happen 7 Nurturing Youth and Community
Capacities

Jean Wylie. Office Manager, CBT



BIOSPHERE RESERVE PERIODIC REVIEGANADA

SECTIONL. Name of the Biosphere Reserve
CLAYOQUOT SOUND BIOSPHERE RESERVE

la. Map and location

Please provide a location map, and a map of the zonation for the biosphere
reserve (for ease of reference).

Figure 1: Location of the Clayoquot Sound Biosphere Reserve
Source: Wickipedia, Accessed July 31, 2010




Figure 2: Zonation of the Clayoquot Sound Biosphere Reserve
Source: Clayoquot Biosphere Trust website (www.clayoquotbiosphere.org)

Please note: There has been some discussion by the Clayoquot Biosphere Trust about
extending the official boundary of the transition area south to include the territories of the
Ucluelet and Toquaht First Nations and District of Ucluelet, which are all part of the

greater biosphere reserve region. They also have representatives on the CBT Board of

Directors.
1b. Year of designation and first periodic review
Year designated: 2000 Year of first periodic review: (2010)



































































































































































































































































































































































































